Herbert Hoover, “On the New Deal and Liberty,” Address to the Republican National Convention 1936

.. .I have given about four years to research into the New Deal, trying to determine what its ultimate objectives
were, what sort of a system it is imposing on this country.

To some people it appears to be a strange interlude in American history in that it has no philosophy, that it is sheer
opportunism, that it is a muddle of a spoils system, of emotional economics, of reckless adventure, of unctuous claims to a
monopoly of human sympathy, of greed for power, of a desire for popular acclaim and an aspiration to make the front
pages of the newspapers. That is the most charitable view.

To other people it appears to be a cold-blooded attempt by starry-eyed boys to infect the American people by a
mixture of European ideas, flavored with our native predilection to get something for nothing.

You can choose either one you like best. But the first is the road of chaos which leads to the second. Both of these
roads lead over the same grim precipice that is the crippling and possibly the destruction of the freedom of men. Which of
these interpretations is accurate is even disputed by alumni of the New Deal who have graduated for conscience's sake or
have graduated by request.

In central Europe the march of Socialist or Fascist dictatorships and their destruction of liberty did not set out with
guns and armies. Dictators began their ascent to the seats of power through the elections provided by liberal institutions.
Their weapons were promise and hate. They offered the mirage of Utopia to those in distress. They flung the poison of
class hatred. They may not have maimed the bodies of men, but they maimed their souls.

The New Deal may be a revolutionary design to replace the American system with despotism. It may be the
dream stuff of a false liberalism. It may be the valor of muddle. Their relationship to each other, however, is exactly the
sistership of the witches who brewed the caldron of powerful trouble for Macbeth. Their product is the poisoning of
Americanism.

The President has constantly reiterated that he will not retreat. For months, to be sure, there has been a strange
quiet. Just as the last campaign was fought on promises that have been broken, so apparently this campaign is to be
slipped through by evasion.

But the American people have the right to know now, while they still have power to act. What is going to be done
after election with these measures which the Constitution forbids and the people by their votes have never authorized?
What do the New Dealers propose to do with these unstable currencies, unbalanced budgets, debts and taxes? Fifty words
would make it clear. Surely the propaganda agencies which emit half a million words a day could find room for these 50. |
noticed they recently spent 300 words on how to choose a hat. It is slightly more important to know the fate of a nation. . .

Throughout the centuries of history, man's vigil and his quest have been to be free. For this, the best and bravest
of earth have fought and died. To embody human liberty in workable government, America was born. Shall we keep that
faith? Must we condemn the unborn generations to fight again and to die for the right to be free?

There are some principles that cannot be compromised. Either we shall have a society based upon ordered liberty
and the initiative of the individual, or we shall have a planned society that means dictation, no matter what you call it or
who does it. There is no halfway ground. They cannot be mixed. Government must either release the powers of the
individual for honest achievement or the very forces it creates will drive it inexorably to lay its paralyzing hand more and
more heavily upon individual effort.

Less than twenty years ago we accepted those ideals as the air we breathed. We fought a great war for their
protection. We took upon ourselves obligations of billions. We buried our sons in foreign soil. But in this score of years
we have seen the advance of collectivism and its inevitable tyranny in more than half the civilized world. In this
thundering era of world crisis distracted America stands confused and uncertain.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1°t Inaugural Speech, March 4, 1933

| am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the Presidency I will address
them with a candor and a decision which the present situation of our people impel. This is preeminently the time
to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from honestly facing conditions in
our country today. This great Nation will endure as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all,
let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified
terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national life a
leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people themselves which
is essential to victory. | am convinced that you will again give that support to leadership in these critical days . .

If | read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we have never realized before our
interdependence on each other; that we can not merely take but we must give as well; that if we are to go
forward, we must move as a trained and loyal army willing to sacrifice for the good of a common discipline,
because without such discipline no progress is made, no leadership becomes effective. We are, | know, ready
and willing to submit our lives and property to such discipline, because it makes possible a leadership which
aims at a larger good. This | propose to offer, pledging that the larger purposes will bind upon us all as a sacred
obligation with a unity of duty hitherto evoked only in time of armed strife.

With this pledge taken, | assume unhesitatingly the leadership of this great army of our people dedicated
to a disciplined attack upon our common problems.

Action in this image and to this end is feasible under the form of government which we have inherited
from our ancestors. Our Constitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary
needs by changes in emphasis and arrangement without loss of essential form. That is why our constitutional
system has proved itself the most superbly enduring political mechanism the modern world has produced. It has
met every stress of vast expansion of territory, of foreign wars, of bitter internal strife, of world relations.

It is to be hoped that the normal balance of executive and legislative authority may be wholly adequate
to meet the unprecedented task before us. But it may be that an unprecedented demand and need for undelayed
action may call for temporary departure from that normal balance of public procedure.

| am prepared under my constitutional duty to recommend the measures that a stricken nation in the
midst of a stricken world may require. These measures, or such other measures as the Congress may build out
of its experience and wisdom, I shall seek, within my constitutional authority, to bring to speedy adoption.

But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these two courses, and in the event that the
national emergency is still critical, 1 shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me. | shall
ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis—»broad Executive power to wage a war
against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign
foe.

For the trust reposed in me | will return the courage and the devotion that befit the time. I can do no less.

We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage of the national unity; with the clear
consciousness of seeking old and precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction that comes from the stern
performance of duty by old and young alike. We aim at the assurance of a rounded and permanent national life.

We do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people of the United States have not failed. In
their need they have registered a mandate that they want direct, vigorous action. They have asked for discipline
and direction under leadership. They have made me the present instrument of their wishes. In the spirit of the
gift | take it.

In this dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the blessing of God. May He protect each and every one of
us. May He guide me in the days to come.
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